
SITES OF WRITING 
Sites of Writing builds upon the multiple contributions of Anne Ruggles 
Gere across a long and highly productive career. The chapters in this edited 
collection, written by leading scholars (including some of Gere’s former 
students) to track her major contributions to writing studies, situate those 
contributions within the broader landscape of field development, and draw 
on those findings to assess important trends and project productive pathways 
for the future. The contributors to the collection consider disciplinary 
history, language and literacy, writing across the curriculum, digital rhetoric, 
writing’s extracurriculum, assessment, and English education, among other 
areas. Connecting these multiple fields of activity, Sites of Writing affirms 
Gere’s view of writing as a powerful social and cultural activity and of 
literacy, broadly conceived, as enabling cultural transformations and, in the 
process, transforming writing studies and other fields.
James Edward Beitler is Director of the Marion E. Wade Center and Professor 
of English at Wheaton College, where he holds the Marion E. Wade Chair 
of Christian Thought. He is the author of three books—Charitable Writing 
(with Richard Hughes Gibson), Seasoned Speech, and Remaking Transitional 
Justice in the United States: The Rhetorical Authorization of the Greensboro 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Springer, 2013). He teaches courses 
on composition pedagogy, rhetoric, community-based writing, first-year 
writing, and fantasy literature. Sarah Ruffing Robbins is Lorraine Sherley 
Professor of Literature at Texas Christian University. She is the author, editor, 
or co-editor of ten academic books, the ALA/Choice-honored monograph, 
Managing Literacy, Mothering America and the award-winning critical 
edition of Nellie Arnott’s Writings on Angola (with historian Ann Pullen). 
She co-edits the Edinburgh University Press book series, Interventions in 
Nineteenth-Century American Literature.

Perspectives on Writing
Series Editors: Rich Rice and J. Michael Rifenburg

The WAC Clearinghouse
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523 
wac.colostate.edu

University Press of Colorado
Denver, Colorado 80202
upcolorado.com

ISBN 978-1-64215-245-6

B
eitler an

d R
obbin

s
SIT

E
S O

F W
R

IT
IN

G

Edited by  
James Edward Beitler 

 and Sarah Ruffing RobbinsW

SITES OF WRITING 
 ESSAYS  

IN HONOR OF  
ANNE RUGGLES GERE

W





SITES OF WRITING:  
ESSAYS IN HONOR OF  
ANNE RUGGLES GERE



PERSPECTIVES ON WRITING
Series Editors: Rich Rice and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod 
Associate Editors: Johanna Phelps, Jonathan M. Marine, and Qingyang Sun

The Perspectives on Writing series addresses writing studies in a broad sense. 
Consistent with the wide ranging approaches characteristic of teaching and 
scholarship in writing across the curriculum, the series presents works that take 
divergent perspectives on working as a writer, teaching writing, administering 
writing programs, and studying writing in its various forms.

The WAC Clearinghouse and University Press of Colorado are collaborating so 
that these books will be widely available through free digital distribution and 
low-cost print editions. The publishers and the series editors are committed to 
the principle that knowledge should freely circulate and have embraced the use 
of technology to support open access to scholarly work.

Recent Books in the Series

Jaclyn Wells, Lars Söderlund, and Christine Tulley (Eds.), Faculty Writing Sup-
port: Emerging Research from Rhetoric and Composition Studies (2025)

Jenn Fishman, Romeo García, and Lauren Rosenberg (Eds.), Community Lis-
tening: Stories, Hauntings, Possibilities (2025)

Steven J. Corbett (Ed.), If at First You Don’t Succeed? Writing, Rhetoric, and the 
Question of Failure (2024)

Ryan J. Dippre and Talinn Phillips (Eds.), Improvisations: Methods and Method-
ologies in Lifespan Writing Research (2024)

Ashley J. Holmes and Elise Verzosa Hurley (Eds.), Learning from the Mess: 
Method/ological Praxis in Rhetoric and Writing Studies (2024)

Diane Kelly-Riley, Ti Macklin, and Carl Whithaus (Eds.), Considering Students, 
Teachers, and Writing Assessment: Volumes 1 and 2 (2024)

Amy Cicchino and Troy Hicks (Eds.), Better Practices: Exploring the Teaching of 
Writing in Online and Hybrid Spaces (2024)

Genesea M. Carter and Aurora Matzke (Eds.), Systems Shift: Creating and Nav-
igating Change in Rhetoric and Composition Administration (2023)

Michael J. Michaud, A Writer Reforms (the Teaching of ) Writing: Donald Murray 
and the Writing Process Movement, 1963–1987 (2023)

Michelle LaFrance and Melissa Nicolas (Eds.), Institutional Ethnography as 
Writing Studies Practice (2023) 

Phoebe Jackson and Christopher Weaver (Eds.), Rethinking Peer Review: Criti-
cal Reflections on a Pedagogical Practice (2023)



SITES OF WRITING:  
ESSAYS IN HONOR OF  
ANNE RUGGLES GERE

Edited by James Edward Beitler and Sarah Ruffing Robbins

The WAC Clearinghouse
wac.colostate.edu

Fort Collins, Colorado

University Press of Colorado
upcolorado.com

Denver, Colorado

http://wac.colostate.edu
http://upcolorado.com


The WAC Clearinghouse, Fort Collins, Colorado 80524

University Press of Colorado, Denver, Colorado 80202

© 2025 by James Edward Beitler and Sarah Ruffing Robbins. This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International license.

ISBN 978-1-64215-245-6 (PDF) 978-1-64215-246-3 (ePub) 978-1-64642-728-4 (pbk.)

DOI 10.37514/PER-B.2025.2456

Produced in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Gere, Anne Ruggles, 1944- honoree | Beitler, James Edward, III editor | Robbins, Sarah 
editor  

Title: Sites of writing : essays in honor of Anne Ruggles Gere / edited by James Edward Beitler 
and Sarah Ruffing Robbins.  

Description: Fort Collins, Colorado : The WAC Clearinghouse, 2025. | Series: Perspectives on 
writing | Includes bibliographical references.

Identifiers: LCCN 2025022971 (print) | LCCN 2025022972 (ebook) | ISBN 9781646427284 
paperback | ISBN 9781642152456 adobe pdf | ISBN 9781642152463 epub  

Subjects: LCSH: English language--Rhetoric--Study and teaching | English language--
Composition and exercises--Study and teaching | LCGFT: Festschriften 

Classification: LCC PE1404 .S565 2025  (print) | LCC PE1404  (ebook) 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025022971
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2025022972

Copyeditor: Karen Peirce
Designer: Mike Palmquist
Cover Photo: Photo by Shannon Schultz, Michigan Photography, University of Michigan
Series Editors: Rich Rice and J. Michael Rifenburg
Consulting Editor: Susan H. McLeod
Associate Editors: Johanna Phelps, Jonathan M. Marine, and Qingyang Sun

The WAC Clearinghouse supports teachers of writing across the disciplines. Hosted by Colorado 
State University, it brings together scholarly journals and book series as well as resources for teachers 
who use writing in their courses. This book is available in digital formats for free download at 
wac.colostate.edu. 

Founded in 1965, the University Press of Colorado is a nonprofit cooperative publishing enterprise 
supported, in part, by Adams State University, Colorado School of Mines, Colorado State 
University, Fort Lewis College, Metropolitan State University of Denver, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, University of Colorado, University of Denver, University of Northern Colorado, 
University of Wyoming, Utah State University, and Western Colorado University. For more 
information, visit upcolorado.com.

Citation Information: Beitler, James Edward, & Sarah Ruffing Robbins (Eds.). (2025). Sites 
of Writing: Essays in Honor of Anne Ruggles Gere. The WAC Clearinghouse; University Press of 
Colorado. https://doi.org/1010.37514/PER-B.2025.2456

Land Acknowledgment. The Colorado State University Land Acknowledgment can be found at 
landacknowledgment.colostate.edu. 

https://doi.org/10.37514/PER-B.2025.2456
https://lccn.loc.gov/2025022971
https://lccn.loc.gov/2025022972
https://landacknowledgment.colostate.edu/


v

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            ix
Introduction. Learning, Justice, and Collaboration in Our Writing Sites . . . .     3

James Edward Beitler and Sarah Ruffing Robbins

Part 1. Framing Our Fieldwork. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 25
Chapter 1. Anne Ruggles Gere: An English Studies Scholar Par Excellence. .   27

Ellen Cushman
Chapter 2. Thirty Years After Into the Field. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          35

Douglas Hesse
Chapter 3. Rescuing Reading: Centering Real Readers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 45

Lizzie Hutton
Chapter 4. Language, Literacy, and the Intersections of Identity. . . . . . . . . . .          57

Morris Young

Part 2. Learning from Language and Linguistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  69
Chapter 5. Dakota Language, Rhetorical Sovereignty, and the Ineffable  
Influence of Anne Ruggles Gere on English Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   71

Kel Sassi
Chapter 6. Language Knowledge and Linguistic Justice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                81

Laura Aull
Chapter 7. Re-visioning the Role of “Grammar” in Writing Studies. . . . . . . .       95

Anne Curzan

Part 3. Disciplinary-Crossing Dynamics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         105
Chapter 8. Writing to Learn and Think Critically in STEM: Engaging  
Students in Disciplinary Knowledge and Practices. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   107

Mike Palmquist
Chapter 9. STEM Courses as Sites of Writing: Students’ Disciplinary  
Experiences with Writing-to-Learn Assignments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      121

Ginger Shultz, Amber J. Dood, and  
Solaire A. Finkenstaedt-Quinn

Chapter 10. Sites of Digital Writing and Community: Anne Gere and  
the Sweetland Digital Rhetoric Collaborative. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       137

Naomi Silver



vi

Contents

Part 4. Engaging the Extracurriculum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         149
Chapter 11. Phenomenal Women Gettin’ It Right in the Extracurriculum . .  151

Beverly J. Moss
Chapter 12. Laying the Matter on the Table: Composing Kitchen Judaism. . 163

Rona Kaufman
Chapter 13. “Now I Think with My Own Mind”: Malcolm X, Epistemic  
Disobedience, and the Extracurriculum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           175

Elizabeth Vander Lei

Part 5. Advancing Assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 185
Chapter 14. The Extracurriculum of Writing Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              187

J. W. Hammond
Chapter 15. Toward a More Human Approach to Assessment. . . . . . . . . . . .           201

Jathan Day, Naitnaphit Limlamai, and Emily Wilson
Chapter 16. The Intellectual Work of Writing Program Review. . . . . . . . . . 217

Shirley K Rose, Deborah H. Holdstein, Chris Anson,  
Chris Thaiss, and Kathleen Blake Yancey

Part 6. Enriching English Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           229
Chapter 17. The Readiness is Not All: Strengthening the Bridge from  
High School to College Reading and Writing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       231

Christine Farris
Chapter 18. Writing Through the Complexities of Culturally Responsive  
Teacher Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           241

Jennifer Buehler
Chapter 19. “Changing with the Times”: Ebony Elizabeth Thomas and  
Anne Ruggles Gere in Conversation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              253

Ebony Elizabeth Thomas and Anne Ruggles Gere

Part 7. Rhetorics of Renewal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 261
Chapter 20. Making the Case for Reading and Writing and Teaching and  
Research. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   263

Paula M. Krebs
Chapter 21. Listening, When the Listening Is Hard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  271

Cheryl Glenn and Heather Brook Adams
Chapter 22. Intimate Practices for Neoliberal and Pandemic Times . . . . . . .      285

Margaret K. Willard-Traub and Deborah Minter



vii

Contents

Chapter 23. For Sites Both Sacred and Secular: Composing a Language  
to Bridge Spiritual Identity and Rhetorical Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   299

Heather Thomson-Bunn

Part 8. Reflections and Recollections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         311
Chapter 24. The Space between Butter and Salt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      313

Jennifer Sinor
Chapter 25. Memories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        325

Victor Villanueva
Coda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      331

Anne Ruggles Gere
Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               333


